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*Information provided by Palestinian Authority Ministry of Health on October 1 at 12:30 (GMT + 2)

Highlights

* COVID-19 cases across the occupied Palestinian
territory in September rose by 40%, and by 84% in
the Gaza Strip

* WHO delivered COVID-19 lab testing kits, supplies
and reagents to the West Bank and the Gaza
Strip over the past week to address the shortage
of testing kits
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* The UK Government has reprogrammed WHO
funding to support the critical scale up of
laboratory testing in the Gaza Strip, through
the COVID-19 Inter-Agency Response plan

With the support of the Government of Kuwait, this week
WHO delivered 397 COVID-19 lab testing kits to the West
Bank and the Gaza Strip (pictured).

This was one of a number of deliveries made in the past
week.

WHO preparedness, readiness and
response

WHO is continuing to work with partners to support
Ministry of Health’s (MoH) efforts to respond to the
COVID-19 outbreak.

Coordination, planningand monitoring

* |n the Gaza Strip, the Gaza-Egypt Rafah
crossing opened for three days (on 27 September
2020), allowing exit of 2,659 people to Egypt, and
entry of approximately 1,700 Palestinians to Gaza.
All returnees were quarantined on arrival for a
compulsory period of 7 days, to be tested on day
five of the quarantine

* The lockdown in Israel continues and has been
extended until October 14
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WHO procured and delivered 8,000 COVID-19 tests to the
Palestinian Authority Ministry of Health in Ramallah to
cover immediate gaps in testing capacities for COVID-19
and to ensure continuity of efforts to contain the
pandemic in the oPt. This delivery was made possible
thanks to the support of the Government of Germany.

Surveillance

* The WHO risk assessment remains very
high as the number of people testing positive for
SARS-CoV-2 continues to increase

* The total number of COVID-19 cases in September
rose by 20,603 or 40%, an average of 686 cases per
day in the oPt.

* |n the Gaza Strip, cases have risen by 84% or 2,592,
an average of 86 cases per day for the same
period. With most cases linked to community
transmission.

* Three hundred and seventy-six have died in the
oPt, with an overall case fatality rate (CFR) of
0.67%

* The MoH announced on 28 September that the
recovery rate has increased to 80.3 per cent and
recorded the highest number of recovery cases -
1,665 cases - since the beginning of the pandemic.

Laboratory diagnostics
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As part of its support to scale-up the COVID-19 testing
capacity in the Gaza Strip, WHO procured and delivered to
the Gaza local health authorities laboratory testing
supplies to enable up to 16,000 COVID-19 tests.

Thanks to UK Aid for its generous support.

* Atotal of 416,569 laboratory samples have been
tested for COVID-19 according to the MoH

* |n both the Gaza Strip and the West Bank, WHO has
delivered laboratory supplies, testing kits and
reagents to conduct up to 30,000 COVID-19
tests. These new supplies will allow testing to
continue and scale-up efforts to contain the spread
of the virus. Thanks for the generous support of
the Government of Kuwait, the Government of
Germany and UK Aid.

WHO procured and delivered 37 complete testing kits that

allow testing of 3,552 suspected and confirmed cases for
COoVID-19.

This procurement was generously supported by UK Aid
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Infection Prevention and Control (IPC), Isolation
and Case Management, Operations Support and
Logistics

* 34,191 Palestinians are in quarantine (home or
facility-based) to prevent further spread of
the disease

* Inthe Gaza Strip, 1,806 people are in one
of 10 quarantine facilities which include
health facilities, hotels and other designated
buildings

e Additionally, WHO continues to coordinate and
support the delivery of vital medical equipment for
the COVID-19 response across Gaza and the West
Bank (see images for detail).

WHO delivered 8 pallets of Personal Protective

Equipment items including 10,000 N95 masks, 10,000 face
shields and 10,000 shoe covers to ensure protection of
frontline health workers in COVID-19

health facilities. Thanks to the support of EU
Humanitarian Aid.

Access to essential health services

* Palestinian patients continue to face substantial
barriers to accessing essential healthcare due to
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restrictions on movement between parts of the
oPt

* From 6 September, following extensive advocacy
and negotiations, WHO initiated a temporary
coordination mechanism to support patients and
their companions requiring exit from the Gaza
Strip. WHO submitted 139 patient permit
applications and 153 companion applications
during the month. Read more about WHO's
temporary coordination mechanism

* In August, while West Bank referrals continued at
levels similar to those prior to COVID-19, referrals
for patients from the Gaza Strip remained less than
half the number they were prior to April 2020

e Recorded permit approvals for Gaza patients were
approximately 10% of the monthly approvals prior
to the COVID-19 outbreak in the oPt, while little
data has been available for West Bank permit
approvals since the end to coordination between
the Palestinian Authority and Israeli authorities in
May 2020. Read WHO's latest monthly access

report.
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¢ (lick on the dashboard (right) for latest updates on
cases in countries in our neighbourhood

e 238,452 cases and 1,543 deaths in
Israel (asof1 Oct 2020, 10:00 CET according
to WHO EURO)
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Latest WHO advice and health
information:

For updated WHO Publications and Technical Guidance
on COVID-19, click here

Further information:

Dr. Gerald Rockenschaub, WHO oPt Head of Office,
rockenschaubg@who.int

Dr. Ayadil Saparbekov, WHO oPt Health Emergencies Team
Lead, asaparbekov@who.int
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Alice Plate, WHO oPt External Relations and

Communications Officer, platea@who.int

Subscribe to receive our health updates

Address: 10 Abu Obaida Street, Sheikh Jarrah, Jerusalem
Tel: +972-2-581-0193

www.emro.who.int/countries/pse
Email: emacopseadv@who.int
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