
Demographic and Economic Impact of the Tsunami  

 

Tsunami impact on 5 countries Indonesia Sri Lanka India Maldives Thailand 

Demographic impact      

Population, million 214.7 19.2 1,064.40 0.293 62 

Population loss (incl. missing) 167,540  35,322  16,269  108  8,212  

Population loss (incl. missing), % of total 0.077% 0.184% 0.002% 0.037% 0.013% 

Popn. loss in the most  affected province 2.3% 2.7% n/a n/a 1.5% 

Economic impact      

GDP per capita, US$ 970 950 564 2,440 2,306 

Calculated GDP US$ billion 208.3 18.2 600.3 0.7 143.0 

Total damages and losses (D & L) from 
tsunami, US$ million 

4,451 1,454 1,224 603 2,198 

Total D & L from tsunami, % of GDP 2.0% 7.6% 0.2% 83.6% 1.4% 

Most affected province D+L as % of GDP 
of that province 

97.0% 90.0% 4.0%  8.0% 

Pre-disaster GDP growth rate for 2005 5.4% 6.0% 7.2% 7.5% 6.0% 

Revised GDP growth rate for 2005 5.2% 5.4% 7.2% -1.7% 5.7% 

Damage and losses      

Damage, US$ million 2,920  1,144  575  450  508  

Damage, % of total D & L 65.6% 78.7% 47.0% 74.6% 23.1% 

Losses, US$ million 1,531 310 649 153 1,690 

Losses, % of total D & L 34.4% 21.3% 53.0% 25.4% 76.9% 

Losses, % of GDP 0.7% 1.5% 0.1% 21.3% 1.0% 

Sectoral % of total damage      

Housing 47.9% 36.0% 33.6% 20.9% 4.3% 

Physic  infrastructure 21.8% 23.9% 13.6% 27.3% 5.3% 

Social sectors 9.5% 7.2% 1.9% 7.3% 1.8% 

Productive sectors 12.1% 31.8% 46.1% 28.4% 88.6% 

Other 8.8% 1.1% 4.9% 16.0% 0.0% 

Remittances (for comparison only)      

Remittances in US$ billion (2004 est.) 4.6  1.3  23.0     1.6  

As % of GDP (by calculation) 2.2% 7.1% 3.8%  1.1% 

Remittances as % of loss and damage 103.3% 89.4% 1,879.1%  72.8% 

      



Funding for the Tsunami Response 
Source of Funding  Amount  Totals 

International Flows  Millions of US Dollars 

Pledged by OECD/DAC Governments  5,324   

Pledged by non DAC Governments  593   

Pledged by Governments    5,917 

Private donations to NGOs  3,214   

Private donations to the UN (mostly Unicef)  494   

Private donations to the Red Cross  1,783   

Total private donations (for countries covered by TEC studies)    5,491 

Pledged by Multilateral development banks    2,095 

Total of International Flows    13,503 

National Flows     

Affected country governments (at least)  3,400   

Private donations in affected countries (at least)  190   

Private donations from countries outside TEC studies (at most)  1,953   

Contribution by affected populations  not measured 

Additional remittance flows  not measured 

 

 



Killed and Missing from Outside the Affected Countries 

 

 

Europe Killed Missing Total   Killed Missing Total  Killed Missing Total 

Austria  74  74  Germany 537 15 552 Poland 4 5 9 

Belgium 11  11  Great Britain 149 1 150 Portugal 4 4 8 

Croatia 1  1  Greece 2 3 5 Romania   0 

Czech Rep. 7 1 8  Ireland 4  4 Russia 2 7 9 

Denmark 45 1 46  Italy 40  40 Sweden 527 16 543 

Estonia 3  3  Luxembourg 2  2 Switzerland 106 5 111 

Finland 171 7 178  Netherlands 36  36 Turkey   1 1 

France 95  95  Norway 84  84 Sub-total 1,904 66 1,970 

             

Asia-Pacific Killed Missing Total   Killed Missing Total  Killed Missing Total 

Australia 26  26  Philippines 8  8 Taiwan 3  3 

China 3 7 10  New Zealand 5  5     

Hong Kong 38 2 40  Singapore 9  9     

Japan 37 7 44  South Korea 17 3 20 Sub-total 146 19 165 

             

Americas Killed Missing Total   Killed Missing Total  Killed Missing Total 

Argentina 2  2  Chile 1  1 United States 18 13 31 

Brazil 2  2  Colombia 1  1     

Canada 15 5 20  Mexico 2 1 3 Sub-total 41 19 60 

             

Africa Killed Missing Total  Middle East Killed Missing Total All areas Killed Missing Total 

South Africa 14   14  Israel 4 3 7 Grand Total 2,111 105 2,216 



Number of People Lost (dead or missing) 

 
Country  No. 

Lost 

Indonesia  167,540 

Sri Lanka  35,322 

India  16,269 

Thailand  8,212 

Somalia  289 

Maldives  108 

Malaysia  75 

Myanmar  61 

Tanzania  13 

Seychelles  2 

Bangladesh  2 

Yemen  2 

South Africa 

Kenya 

2 

1 

Total  227,898 



Press coverage of the tsunami in Sri Lanka 
 

Tsunami response related reporting in the Ceylon Daily News in the first  

3 months after the tsunami. Source: TEC Capacities Sri Lanka Study 2006 

Topic  No of instances 

Inappropriate Aid  86 

Corruption  57 

Individual grievance  31 

Accounts of psychological trauma  28 

Reports of protests or violence  22 

Gender issues  20 

Waste of resources  18 

Lack of consultation with communities  17 

Mistakes due to ignorance  13 

Military related issues  9 
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