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IOM!Somalia!,!Research!on!Youth,!Employment!and!Migration!!

C. PERCEPTIONS!INDEX!

The!perception!of! importance!of!15!attributes!

of! a! potential! job! applicant! in! the! hiring!

decision! was! compared! between! employers!

and!youths.!If!employers!have!a!very!different!

set!of!priorities! than!youth! think! they!do,! this!

disjoint! is! bound! to! result! in! failure! and!

frustration!when! youth! set! out! to! find! gainful!

employment.!!

!

!

Youths! in! Somaliland! underestimate! the!

importance! of! factors! to! employers,! only!

slightly! for!the!private!sector!but!considerably!

for! the! public! sector.! ! Meanwhile,! youths! in!

Puntland! overestimate! the! importance! of!

factors,!more!so!with!respect!to!private!sector!

employers! than! public! sector! employers.! ! On!

the!whole,!public!sector!employers!emphasize!

these!qualities!much!more!than!private!sector!

employees.!

!

Returnee! youths!who! had!migrated! internally!

had!lower!(and!thus!more!accurate)!estimation!

scores! of! the! importance! of! these! factors.!!

Both! non,internal! migrant! returnees! and!

internal! migrants! tended! to! overemphasize.

CONCLUSIONS1ON1YOUTH5EMPLOYER1INTERACTIONS!

In!the!absence!of!historical!hiring!data,!nexus! indices!serve!as!a!proxy!to!estimate!the! likelihood!of!youth!

finding!a!job!with!an!employer!in!a!particular!sector.!!This!employability!proxy!is!based!on!three!measures:!

(1)!the!similarity!of!the!youth!to!people!the!employer!has!already!hired;!(2)!the!ability!of!the!youth!to!fulfil!

the!employer’s!stated!requirements;!and!(3)!the!accuracy!of!the!youth’s!perception!of!employers’!priorities.!

!

PROFILE1 SIMILARITY.1Puntland!and!Garowe!show!a!higher! likelihood!of! youth!employment.! If! employers!

continue!to!hire!as!they!do,!women!will!be!more! likely!to!find! jobs! in!the!public!sector,!while!there! is!no!

specific! preference! for! non,migrants! across! the! board.! Internal!migrants! fare! the! same! as! non,migrants,!

pointing!to!a!successful!rural!urban!migration.!

!

REQUIREMENT1NEXUS.!The!education!requirements!are!met!most!strongly!by!returnees!–!at!an!advantage!

point! on! education.! Overall,! on! skills! requirements,! in! Hargeysa! and! Bossasso,! around! half! of! youth,

employer!combinations!result! in!the!youth!meeting!all!skills!requirements,!while! in!Burao!and!Garowe!40!

per!cent!or! less!do.!Language!requirements! fall!short:!more! than!a!quarter!of!all! employers! require!basic!

spoken!and!written!Arabic,!which!less!than!5!per!cent!of!youths!have,!and!nearly!half!require!various!levels!

of!speaking!and!writing!in!English,!which!just!over!half!of!youths!possess.!

1
PERCEPTIONS1NEXUS.!Youths!in!Somaliland!underestimate!the!importance!of!factors!to!employers,!slightly!

for! the! private! sector! but! considerably! for! the! public! sector.! ! Youths! in! Puntland! overestimate! the!

importance!of! factors,!more!so!with!respect!to!private!sector!employers!than!public!sector!employers.!!In!

both!cases,!there!is!a!perceptions!mismatch!and!misunderstanding!of!what!employers!want!–!hence!youth!

not!making!informed!decisions!about!their!employment!prospects,!impacting!misinformed!migration!plans.!

1
Through!the!use!of!these!indices,!it!is!found!that!returnees,!whether!they!have!also!migrated!internally!or!

not,! have! a! distinct! advantage! over! other! migrant! types! on! the! requirements! for! level! education,!

particularly! in! Somaliland.! ! However,! with! respect! to! skills! and! languages,! all! migrant! types! perform!

similarly,! with! much! higher! proportions! of! youth! meeting! requirements! in! Puntland.! By! the! time! all!

requirements! are! taken! into! consideration,! Puntland’s! youth! are! twice! as! likely! to! meet! them! all! as!

Somaliland’s.! Internal! migrants! tend! to! overestimate! the! importance! of! decision! factors!more! than! any!

other!type,!and!returnees!tend!to!overestimate! it! the! least.! ! In!these!measures,!the!systematically!higher!

emphasis!of!these!factors!by!public!sector!employers!plays!an!important!role.!
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1.	Introduction:	Nexus	and	disconnects		
	

	

A. Research	objectives	

	

This	research	 is	the	first	comprehensive	study	of	Somaliland	and	Puntland’s	youth	migration	and	 its	

linkages	 to	 livelihood	 opportunities.	 Before	 any	 youth-specific	 programming	 can	 commence,	 it	 is	

critical	 to	understand	 the	 current	employment	and	 income-generating	prospects	 for	 the	 youth	and	

the	 weight	 of	 livelihood	 opportunities	 on	 migration	 patterns	 of	 the	 youth	 in	 those	 two	 regions.	

Samuel	Hall	was	 commissioned	by	 the	 International	Organization	 for	Migration	 (IOM)	 to	 conduct	 a	

“Youth,	 Employment	 and	 Migration	 in	 Somaliland	 and	 Puntland”	 study	 to	 inform	 youth-specific	

programming	in	urban	centres.		

In	 fact,	 insufficient	 economic	 growth	 is	 regarded	 as	 a	 fundamental	 barrier	 to	 tackle	 youth	

underemployment	 and	 unemployment	 in	 Somalia.	 In	 turn,	 a	 lack	 of	 adequate	 skills	 available	 in	

Somalia’s	 labour	markets	 is	 considered	 as	 a	major	 hindrance	 to	 economic	 growth.	While	migrants’	

remittances	 can	 actually	 reinvigorate	 development,	 the	 lack	 of	 job	 opportunities	 on	 local	 labour	

markets	for	the	large	number	of	well-educated	youth	migrants	(high	school	and	university	graduates)	

can	lead	to	a	substantial	brain	drain	from	Somaliland	and	Puntland.		

Available	data	draw	a	bleak	picture	of	the	economic	and	employment	situation	for	Somali	youth	and	

do	not	 lead	 to	a	great	deal	of	optimism:	 the	 International	 Labour	Organization’s	 (ILO)	Labour	Force	
Survey	Somaliland	2012	points	to	a	very	low	labour	force	participation	rate	of	the	youth,3	with	30	per	
cent	for	males	and	about	20	per	cent	for	females	in	both	urban	and	rural	areas.

4
	Likewise,	the	2012	

United	 Nations	 Development	 Programme	 (UNDP)	 Somalia	 Human	 Development	 Report5	highlights	
similar	challenges	with	a	70	per	cent	unemployment	rate

6
	for	young	people	aged	14	to	29	in	the	three	

regions	of	South	Central,	Somaliland	and	Puntland	‒	with	female	unemployment	rates	at	74	per	cent,	

compared	to	61	per	cent	for	men.	

Through	the	Peacebuilding	and	Statebuilding	Goals	(PSGs)	of	the	New	Deal	and	as	spelled	out	in	the	

United	 Nations’	 Youth	 Programme	 Framework,	 stakeholders	 have	 acknowledged	 this	 reality	 and	

pledged	 for	 youth	 interventions	 to	 support	 the	 Compact	 (2014‒2016).	 A	 focus	 on	 access	 to	
employment	for	youth	is	a	priority	under	PSG	4.	Likewise,	the	Somaliland	Special	Arrangement	(SSA)	

																																								 																					
3
	Although	 no	 legal	 definition	 of	 “youth”	 has	 been	 established,	 the	 United	 Nations	 defines	 persons	 aged	 15–24	 as	 youth.	

Available	from	www.un.org/esa/socdev/documents/youth/fact-sheets/youth-definition.pdf	

4
	The	 International	 Labour	 Organisation,	 Labour	 Force	 Survey	 Somaliland	 2012,	 Report	 on	 Borama,	 Hargeysa,	 Burao	 (2012,	
Somaliland)	conducted	in	collaboration	with	the	Government	of	Somaliland,	funded	by	UKAID	and	the	Government	of	Japan,	

with	technical	support	provided	by	ILO.	

5
	UNDP	Somalia,	Somalia	Human	Development	Report	2012:	Empowering	Youth	for	Peace	and	Development	(2012).	Available	
from	http://hdr.undp.org/sites/default/files/reports/242/somalia_report_2012.pdf		

6
	In	application	of	the	international	definition	adopted	in	1982	by	ILO,	an	unemployed	person	is	a	person	of	working	age	(15	or	

over)	 who	 meets	 three	 conditions	 simultaneously.	 The	 ILO	 Minimum	 Age	 Convention,	 1973	 (No.	 138)	 sets	 the	 general	

minimum	age	for	admission	to	employment	or	work	at	15	years	(13	for	light	work)	and	the	minimum	age	for	hazardous	work	

at	18	(16	under	certain	strict	conditions).	It	provides	for	the	possibility	of	initially	setting	the	general	minimum	age	at	14	(12	

for	light	work)	where	the	economy	and	educational	facilities	are	insufficiently	developed.	
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Natural resource / 
agriculture 

Fisheries 

Livestock 

Salt / Gums 

Bananas 

Manufacturing 

Hides and skins 

Food processing 

Fish processing 

Furniture making 

Service industries 

Hospitality industry 

Recreational 
facilities 

Private security 

Repair industries 
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